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Sustainable Groundwater  Management Act (SGMA)

Landmark legislation in 2014

ÅBased on local control

ÅState assistance, and intervention if necessary 

Includes comprehensive requirements for:

ÅForming groundwater sustainability agencies (GSA) 

ÅPreparing groundwater sustainability plans (GSP) 

ÅMeeting deadlines



SGMA has a required timeline

2040/2042
Achieve and 
demonstrate 
sustainability

Today



Two GSAs are 
working together

ÅSan Benito County Water 
District GSA

ÅSanta Clara County Water 
District GSA

ÅFour basins 

ÅMemorandum of Agreement 
for cooperative planning, data 
sharing, coordinated outreach, 
and GSP preparation



GSAs are seeking 
consolidation of 
the four basins

ÅContiguous and connected

ÅManaged together 
historically

ÅWould allow preparation of 
one, unified GSP

ÅAnnouncement of draft 
DWR decision in Nov 2018 



Update from SBCWD GSA 

Å Awarded grant for $830,000 for 
GSP preparation

Å Assembled GSP team
Å Created new website with 

SGMA page
Å Initiated technical work on GSP



Summary of GSP Workplan and Schedule



ÅManagement of local groundwater 

ÅDevelopment of local surface water supplies

ÅImportation of CVP water

ÅWater recycling and water conservation

ÅMonitoring 

ÅCollaboration with local agencies

ÅAnnual Groundwater Reports

The GSP will build on existing 
management



Achieving 
sustainable 
groundwater 
management



What is Sustainable Groundwater Management?

The management and use of groundwater in a manner that 
can be maintained without causing undesirable results



Undesirable results* must be accounted 

Chronic lowering of groundwater levels 

Significant/unreasonable reduction of groundwater storage

Seawater intrusion (not applicable here)

Significant and unreasonable degraded water quality

Land subsidence that substantially interferes with land uses

Depletions of connected surface water with impacts on beneficial uses

* aka Sustainability Criteria



SBCWD GSP Overview

Data Compilation / 
Data

Management System

Hydrogeologic 
Conceptual Model / 

Groundwater

Management Areas / 
Water Budgets

Plan Area / 
Institutional Setting 

Sustainability Criteria

Plan Development

Evaluate sustainability indicators
Define undesirable results

Establish minimum thresholds

Evaluate hydrogeologic setting 
Define groundwater conditions

Identify management areas

Identify and evaluate actions
Establish monitoring program

Management Actions /  
Monitoring


